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SUBJECT: SECURITY COUNCIL: SUDAN COMPLAINT 

FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF JULY 7 LETTER FROM LIBYAN PERM 
REP TO SECURITY COUNCIL PRESIDENT, CONCERNING SUDANESE 
LETTER OF JULY 4 (USUN 2763): 

QUOTE IN REFERENCE TO THE LETTER OF THE PERMANENT REPRE- 
SENTATIVE OF THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE SUDAN TO YOUR 
EXCELLENCY ON 4 JULY 1976 AND ISSUED AS A SECURITY COUNCIL 
DOCUMENT (S/12122) ON 5 JULY 1976, IN WHICH THE GOVERNMENT 
OF THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE SUDAN CLAIMED THAT THE LIBYAN 
ARAB REPUBLIC TOOK PART IN THE TRAGIC EVENTS WHICH TOOK PLACE 
IN THE SUDANESE CAPITAL ON 2 JULY 1976, 1 AM INSTRUCTED BY 
MY GOVERNMENT TO STATE THE FOLLOWING: 

THE LIBYAN ARAB REPUBLIC IS FULLY AWARE OF ITS DUTIES AND 
COMMITMENTS. ITS PRINCIPLES DO NOT ALLOW INTERFERENCE IN THE 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF A FRATERNAL OR FRIENDLY COUNTRY. THESE 
PRINCIPLES DO NOT ALLOW PARTICIPATION IN ANY COUP 
ATTEMPT INSIDE ANY OTHER COUNTRY. AS IS WELL KNOWN, THE 
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LIBYAN ARAB REPUBLIC'S PARTICIPATION AND SUPPORT ARE RESTRICTED 
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TO HELPING LIBERATION MOVEMENTS STRUGGLING AGAINST IMPERIALISM, 
EXPLOITATION AND FOREIGN DOMINATION. THIS POLICY DOES NOT 
CONTRADICT THE UNITED NATIONS CHARTER AND IS ENTIRELY IN 
HARMONY WITH UNITED NATIONS PRINCIPLES. 

THE LIBYAN ARAB REPUBLIC HAS NO INTEREST OR OBJECTIVES TO 
OVERTHROW THE NUMAIRI GOVERNMENT. IN FACT, THE LIBYAN GOVERN- 
MENT TOOK A WELL-KNOWN POSITION IN 1971 WHICH WAS A DECISIVE 
FACTOR IN RESTORING PRESIDENT NUMAIRI'S GOVERNMENT AND 
PREVENTING ITS OVERTHROW. 

OUR REAL INTEREST IN THIS CONCERN IS THE WELFARE OF OUR 
BROTHERLY SUDANESE PEOPLE. FOR THAT REASON, THE LIBYAN ARAB 
REPUBLIC HAS CONCLUDED AND RATIFIED SEVERAL AGREEMENTS OF 
CO-OPERATION WITH THE SUDANESE GOVERNMENT IN SUCH FIELDS 
AS AGRICULTURE, MARITIME, AND TRANSPORTATION. THESE AGREEMENTS 
ARE CURRENTLY UNDER IMPLEMENTATION. 

THE AIDE-MEMOIRE ENCLOSED WITH THE COMPLAINT OF THE GOVERNMENT 
OF THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE SUDAN RAISES MANY SIGNIFI- 
CANT QUESTIONS. THIS MEMOIRE CLAIMS THAT NO SINGLE SUDANESE 
ON ACTIVE SERVICE HAD BEEN A PARTY TO THIS ACT. THIS CLAIM 
DIRECTLY CONTRADICTS REPORTS BY THE SUDANESE BROADCASTING 
SYSTEM, WHICH CITED SPECIFIC INSTANCES OF BROAD-BASED SUDANESE 
SUPPORT OF THIS COUP. THE MEMOIRE APPROXIMATED, WITHIN LESS 
THAN 48 HOURS FOLLOWING THE COUP, THE MATERIAL LOSSES TO 
BE "AT LEAST 300 MILLION DOLLARS". THE LIBYAN GOVERNMENT 
CHALLENGES THE FEASIBILITY OF THE SUDANESE AUTHORITIES TO 
DETERMINE THE EXTENT OF MATERIAL DAMAGE IN SUCH A BRIEF 
PERIOD, WHILE THEY FAILED TO MAKE ANY ESTIMATE OF THE LOSS 
IN HUMAN LIFE. IT IS VIRTUALLY IMPOSSIBLE WITHIN A TWO-DAY 
PERIOD TO EVALUATE THIS MATERIAL DAMAGE. THE GROSS FAB- 
RICATION IS EVIDENT. 

THE AIDE-MRMOIRE, IN CLAIMING THAT THE LIBYAN ARAB REPUBLIC 
PROVIDED ARMS, SUPPLIES, TRANSPORTATION VEHICLES AND TRAINING 
FOR THE SO-CALLED MERCENARIES, IGNORES SIGNIFICANT GEO- 
GRAPHICAL FACTORS: THE EXPANSIVE DESERT AREAS LOCATED 
IN THE ADJACENT TERRITORIES OF BOTH COUNTRIES, CONSTITUTING 
A MAJOR OBSTACLE TO ANY SUCH ATTEMPT. THE DESERT EXTENDING 
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FROM KHARTOUM TO THE BORDER BETWEEN LIBYA AND THE SUDAN 
STRETCHES FOR APPROXIMATELY 1,000 MILES. MORE THAN 1,000 
MILES OF DESERT SEPARATES THE LIBYAN BORDER FROM THE CLOSEST 
POPULATED AREA WITHIN THE LIBYAN ARAB REPUBLIC. THIS DESERT 
EXPANSE, PARTICULARLY DURING THIS HOT SEASON, CREATES 
INSURMOUNTABLE OBSTACLES TO MOVEMENT ACROSS THIS TERRITORY 
WITHOUT ANY SORT OF DETECTION BY THE SUDANESE AUTHORITIES. 

THIS CRUCIAL FACTOR OF GEOGRAPHY AND SEASON DEMONSTRATES THE 
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INSUBSTANTIAL FABRICATION OF THE SUDANESE GOVERNMENT. 

THESE AMBIGUOUS STATEMENTS AND CLAIMS, WHICH LACK ANY BASIS OF 
TRUTH, AFFIRM THAT THE EVENTS WHICH TOOK PLACE IN THE DEMO- 
CRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE SUDAN WERE AN INTERNAL UPRISING 
CARRIED OUT BY THE SUDANESE PEOPLE THEMSELVES. THIS IS 
NOT THE FIRST TIME THE SUDANESE PEOPLE HAVE MANIFESTED THEIR 
FEELINGS ABOUT THE REGIME OF PRESIDENT NUMAIRI. 

THE LIBYAN ARAB REPUBLIC IS FULLY AWARE OF THE DIFFICULTIES 
FACING CERTAIN REGIMES IN OUR AREA. YET, IT IS NOT READY TO BE 
A SCAPEGOAT FOR ALL THE DIFFICULT DOMESTIC PROBLEMS WHICH 
THESE REGIMES ARE EXPERIENCING. 

THE ALLEGATION OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 
OF THE SUDAN HAS BEEN PRESENTED DIRECTLY TO THE SECURITY COUNCIL, 
DISREGARDING TWO REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, EACH OF WHICH IS 
UNDOUBTEDLY CAPABLE OF DISCUSSING ANY COMPLAINT SUBMITTED 
BY ANY OF ITS MEMBERS. SUCH DISREGARD, IN ADDITION TO THE 
RANDOM ACCUSATIONS LACKING SUFFICIENT PROOF, MAKES US QUESTION 
THE VALIDITY OF THIS ALLEGATION ALTOGETHER AND ITS UNDER- 
LYING MOTIVATIONS. WE BELIEVE THAT SOME MACABRE FORCES WILL 
EXPLOIT SUCH A COMPLAINT TO DIVERT THE ATTENTION FROM THE 
FUNDAMENTAL ISSUES CONCERNING AFRICA AND THE ARAB NATION 
IN ORDER TO PREVENT THE LIBYAN PROGRESSIVE REVOLUTION FROM 
PLAYING ITS ROLE IN SUPPORTING THE LEGITIMATE FIGHT OF OUR 
PEOPLES FOR LIBERATION, PROGRESS AND UNITY. 

THE LIBYAN ARAB REPUBLIC TOTALLY REJECTS THE BASELESS ALLE- 
GATIONS FORMULATED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF THE SUDAN. THE 
LIBYAN GOVERNMENT BELIEVES THAT BRINGING THIS ISSUE BEFORE 
THE SECURITY COUNCIL SERVES MERELY PROPAGANDA PURPOSES WHICH 
WILL ULTIMATELY LEAD TO MORE SERIOUS COMPLICATIONS IN THE 
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RELATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO FRATERNAL COUNTRIES. MOREOVER, 

IT WILL UNDERMINE THE EFFORTS WHICH ARE PRESENTLY BEING 
MADE OR CONTEMPLATED BY THE ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY 
AND THE ARAB LEAGUE. 

I WOULD BE GRATEFUL IF THE TEXT OF THIS LETTER COULD BE 
CIRCULATED AS A DOCUMENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL. 

(SIGNED) MANSUR R. KIKHIA 
AMBASSADOR 

PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE UNQUOTE 
BENNETT 
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